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Copyrights are generated in order to protect the copyright holder's rights 
and fruit of labor, as well as promote the dissemination of knowledge and 
progress. The fair use system as an important part of interest balance 
mechanism of the copyright law plays an important role in coordinating and 
keeping the balance of the interest between the copyright holders and the public. 
With the development of science and technology, a new form of journal--digital 
journal is more and more popular. Because of its wide and fast spreading, and 
easy downloading and copying, it encountered many problems when it applied 
traditional copyright fair use system. Extensive use of digital journal has broken 
the balance of interests between the copyright holders and the public. So the 
fair use system should be adjusted as to restore a state of balance. This paper is 
divided into four chapters as follows: 
Chapter 1 first introduced the concept of fair use, then analyzed the dispute 
of legal attribution of the fair use, and finally discussed the evolution of fair use. 
It also introduced the standard of the fair use in U.S. by the way. 
Chapter 2 first introduced the concept of digital journal, then introduced 
features of the digital journal: simple copy, ease to share, fast spreading, 
powerful search function and easy to access to the related works and interactive. 
At last, it discussed whether the digital journal can apply fair use system, then 
analyzed the value of fair use for digital journal form the perspective of human 
rights protection and justice. 
Chapter 3 sets out the typical problems when digital journal applies the fair 
use system as follows: the conflict between the private copying and fair use; the 
problem of fair use for digital journal in the library; and the impact on fair use 
caused by technical measures.  














digital journal i.e. following the balance of interests and basing on the guiding 
ideology of China's national conditions, and establishing criteria of fair use by 
the combination doctrine legislation, and putting forward specific legal 
strategies to deal with the dilemma of fair use system for digital journal. Finally, 
this article argues that sound fair use system for digital journal will be 
balancing the interest between copyright holders and the public better, as well 
as promoting the spreading and progress of knowledge better. 
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